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againſt 


aecuſec Crimes. 
et it juſtly claitns a Preference 


_ 


to the Inffitotions of all other Countries; 
in forhe of which a Knfnal is hurried to 
wy B Execution, 
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Execution, with rather leſs Ceremony than 
is required, by our Law, to carry him to 
Priſon ; in many, the Tryals (if they may 
be called ſuch) have little of Form, and are 
ſo extremely precipitate, that the unhappy 
Wretch hath no Time to make his De- 
fence, but is often condemned without 
well knowing his Accuſer, and ſometimes 
without well underſtanding his Accuſation. 
In this happy Kingdom, on the contrary, 
ſo tender 1s the Law of the Life of a Sub- 
je&, 1o cautious. of unjuſtly or erroneouſly 
copdemning him, that _according to. its 
own Maxim, De Morte Hominis, nulla eff 
Cunctatio lunga, it proceeds by flow and 
regular Gradations;agd requires ſo many 
antecedent Ceremonies to the ultimate Diſ- 
 _ cuſſion, of a Court of Juſtice, that ſo far 
from being in Danger of, a Condemnation 
withobt a fair and ope al, every Man 
muſt be tried more than once before he 
can receive 4 capital Sentence : By the Law 


of. England, na Man gan be a 


Man can;che appicþeaded | 
for Felony, without a ſtrang and juſt Suſ- 


picion of his Guilt; nor can he be committed 
to Priſon, without a-Charge on Oath before 
a lawful Magiſtrate, This Charge mult be 
38 un projed on-Onh "i cee en of 
a large Number une at leaſt), of the 
better Sort of his Countrymen ; (except 1 


- 


CE 


/ 


/ 
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- the Caſe of an AppeaF of Felony, which is 


now obſolete, and where the Proceedings 
are ſtill more ceremonial and tedious; ) be- 


fore the Accuſed can be required to anſwer 


to it, or be put on his Defence; and after 
- theſe P ives,” the Truth of this 


ge is to tried in an open Court of 
— 


before dne at leaſt and often' many 

by twelve indifferent and unexcep- 
. — Men : 1 may truly fay- unexcep- 
tionable, ſince it is in the Priſoner's Power 


to except againſt twenty-four without ſhow-- 


ing any Cauſe, and as many more as he 
— ow a reaſonable Cauſe of "Exception 

inſt, Theſe,” after a patient Hearing of 
Witneſſes againſt him, and after attend- 
ing to his Defence (in the making which, 
the Law preſcribes that every Indulgence 


ſhalt be ſhewn him, and that even his ſud 


ſhall be his Council and aſſiſt him) muſt 
all concur in declaring" on their Oaths; that 

he is guilty of the Crime alle ä 
him; or he is to be diſcharged, and can 
never more de called in Queſtion fot the ſame 
Offence, fave only in the Calc of Murder. 4s 


1 fins; I think, chat the Wit of Man 
could "invent no ſtronger Bulwark againſt 
all Injuſtice, and falſe * Accufation, than 


wy Inſtitution, under which not only In- 
B 2 nocence, 


1741 
nocence may rejoiee in ius owh Steirity,; 
but even Guilt can ſparęo be ſo immodeſt 
as to require a fairen Chance of eltsping 

che Puniſhment it deſetvss s 

Is 775 Tt; — OG 7 927 
And yet, if after all; this: — 
ö Ghould rpanifeſtly appear, chat 2 Perſoꝝ hath 
6 * 0/6 ——— —— 

ing to Light ſome latent 
by diſcovering; that the, Witneſſes — 
him are certainly perjured, or by any other 
Means of diſplaying the Party's Innocence, 
the Gates of Mercy are ſtill leſt open; and 
upon a proper and detent Application, ei- 
ther to the Judge before wont the Ttyal 
was had, or to the pre Cocks the con- 
demned Perſon will be fore of obtaining a 


Pardon, of ——— Life, and of te. 


ane bees: his N and Reputation. 
| 1037 4: the 
To malte, therefore, fach-an, Application 
en the Behalf of injured: Innocence, is not 
only laudabie in every Map, but it is a 
Duty, the Neglect of which he ean by no 
Means anſwer to his omn Conſcience 3 buy 
this, as I have ſaid, is to be done in a pro- 
per and decent Manner hy 4 private Ap- 
Eee wit whom the La hh 
ogged, a. Power. of..correfting- 
and — it's * W 


ON 


A 


A. 


1 


decency, are the Effects of a Licentiouſneſs 
to which no Government, jealous of its 


own — or indeed provident of its 
enn ane wn ever indulge or ſubmit to. - 


means become an 


—_ , 
Nation, to eſtablich 1 7 
Appeal from this Juſtice in the Bockſeller o 


to re-examine in News, Papers and 
Pamphlets the Merits of Cauſes w a- 


ter a far and legal Tryal, — jon 
ceived the ſolemn Determination of a Court 
of Judicature, to arraign. the Conduct of 


Magiſtrates, of Juries, — even Judges, 


and this even with the moſt profligate In- 


 Senfible.as I am of this, I ſhould by.no 
of this Kind ; 
but ſurely. when ſuch Methods have been 
uſed pl or Public, and to cenſure: 


_ the. Juſtice of the Nation in its Sagacity at 
leaſt, and groſsly to miſrepreſent their Fro- 


ceedings, it can require little Apology to 


make uſe of the ſame Means to refute 0 
ijniquitous an Attempt, - However, unlaw- 


ful a Weapon may be in the Hands of an 
Aſſailant, it becomes ſtrictly juſtifiable; i in 
thaſe of the -Defendant : And as the Judges 
will certainly excuſe an Undertaking in 


6—— — ſo may an 


[ 6 1 LS 

the Public (that Part of it, I mean, whoſc 
Eſteem alone I have ever coveted or de- 
fired} ſhould ſhew ſome Favour to a Deſign 
which hath in View not a bare Satisfaction 
of their Curioſity only, but to prevent chem 
from forming a very raſh, and, poffibly, a 
very unjuſt ” Jdghtient. Laftly; there is 
mech within myſelf which rouſes me 
to the Protection of injured Innocence, and 
which prompts me with the Hopes of an 
. 
the whole World. | "OY MO 


\ 
* 1 1 


Without this lat tea anni it may 


my Pen in the Defence of a poor little Gi 
whom the many have already condemned. 
I well know the extreme Difficulty which' 
will always be found in obtaining a Rever- 
ſal of ſuch a Judgment. Men who haye 
applauded themſelves, and have been ap- 


plauded by others, for their great Penetra- 


tion and — will ſtruggle very 
hard before they will give up their Title to 
ſuch Commendation. Though they, per- 
haps, heard the Cauſe at firſt with the E 
parte of upright Judges, when they” 
once given their Opinion, they are too 
apt to become warm 'Advocates, and even 
intereſted: Parties in Defence of that Opi- 
nion. 


e much more valuable that . of * 


be imagined I ſhould ſcarce have taken u op 
. 


7 
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an Affair which, however inconſiderable 


or on Hh A To diſcover moſt mani- 


, [7]; 
nion. Deplorable, indeed, and deſperate 
is the Caſe of a poor Wretch againſt whom 
ſuch a Sentence is paſt |, No Writ of 'Exror 


lies againſt this Sentence, but before that 


tremendous Court of the Public where it, 
Was firſt ronounced, and no Court what- 
ever is, 60 or the Reaſons already afligned, ſo 


| tenacious of the W 
once given. 


""fn' Debance, ls pat of this "I 
ty, I am determined to to d- 
e true State oi 


the Parties may be in their Station of Liſe, 


(cho ugh injured Innocence will never ed Mag) 
an — pdemble Object to a good 
is now. become a matter of real 


and great Importance to debe 


whom a moſt horrible Impoſture, — 
by the moſt impudent as well as impious 


Perjury is dreſſed up, either on the one Side 


feſtly on Side it hes ſeems to be 

bine 766 Power of the Government, and 
it is hi y. incumbent on them to exert 
FR ves * this Occaſion, in order that, 


_ by 1 moſt exemplary Puniſhment they 
map deter Men from that dreadful Crime 


of erjuty, which in this Caſe either threat 
| ens 


„„ ——— w 2 * 
- 


them till towards Nine i in the Evening, her 


die of which one of the Men, after 


„ 
eels do takes the' Sword of Jullice'd Tetror 


to che Innocent, or to take off all its Edge 
frotn the Guilty; which of cheſe it is like- 
lieſt to do in the preſent Inſtance, 1 will 
endeavour to _ the Reader, at wy 


og + OUS eee, 


I "APIS e 
teen Years of Age, who lived at Ader man- 
bury Poſtern, in the Ci of London, de- 
clares, That on e 1k of | 
py at ence ſee her Uncle 5d He, 

arc P of a C Eter, 
bes we phage Wh verry rh 
mary-lane ; that having continted with 


Unde'-and Aut, it late, walked 4 
gran Part of the Wey ay home with her; 

Obs er 
to Bethlebem-gate in Moor 


e the was ſeized by to Men who, 


after robbing her of half a Guinea in Gold, 
and three Shlings in Silver, of her Hat, 
Gown, and Apron, violently dragged her 
inte a Gravel-walk that leads down to the 
Gate of Bethlehem Hoſpital, about the Mide 


ening to do for her, gave her a violent 
with his Fiſt on the right "ie 
ew 2 and intirely e 


| . 91 
„ben oöf her gendes“ Theſe Fits 
; hath been accuſtotned to; Ky: 
firſt oecafioned' bythe Fall of 
hel Head; that they Are a re 
on her whenever ſh i 1 and that 
they ſometimes continue f pc 7 5 | 
Hours; that'Wheni the cunt RAY = 
perbeiyed that two Men were 0 e 
along n a large Rad- way kin 
little time after ſhe was recovered," "the Was 
able to Walk done; howeber, 16e («| 
continued to 1 SA 575 5 — 
lie Was 77 in pet 
et dupſt ITT u ch 99 
chein; 'that in Abit Half an Houle After the 


-Rebdvery — ey carried Her 5 | 


5 7 Sock, af. ih 


ai old Eg byte 
men that the e wee ö 
of Her by the Hand) and pr 


ber Ius Chathi if 
which Exprefſion 7 Be "ans i 7 5 
ehwcvining' a Proftitute,” ſhe 5 18 : 


Fuſed *t6 comply with; upp M4 

old Gipſy — took Knife out 6 
Drawer and cut the Stays off this Na 
Cammig, and took them awa Kom her 
at which time ohC'of the Men hkewile to6 


off ker Cap; and then both the Men went 
: mom. chat bon after they were gone, util «nd 


— 122 
— — 


„ 
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about an Hour after ſhe. had been in the 
Houſe the old Gipſy Woman forced her 
up an old Pair of Stairs, and puſhed her in- 
to a Back-room like a Hay. loft, without 
any Furniture whatſoever in the ſame; and 
there locked her u up, threatening that if ſhe 
made the. leaſt Noiſe or Diſturbance, the 
old Gipſy Woman would come up and cut 
her Throat, and then faſtened the Door on 
the Outſide and went away. She fays, 
that when it was Day-light, upon her look- 
ing round to fee in what diſmal Place ſhe 
was confined, ſhe diſcovered a large black 
Jug, with the Neck much broken, filled 
with Water, and ſeveral Pieces of Bread, 
amounting to about the Quantity of a Quar- 
tern Loaf ſcattered on the Floor, where was 
likewiſe a ſmall Parcel of Hay. In this 
Room ſhe ſays ſhe continued from that time 
till about half. an Hour after four of the 
Clock in the Afternoon of Monday the 

2gth Day of the ſame Month of January, 
being in all twenty-ſeven Days and upwards, 
without any other Suſtenance than the 
aforeſaid Bread and Water, except one ſmall 
Minced-pye which ſhe had in her Pocket 


which ſhe was carrying home as a Preſent 


to her little Brother. She likewiſe ' ſays, 


that ſhe had ſome Part of this Proviſion re- 


* on the Friday before ſhe made her 
_— 


e 


Sar ——— 
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Eſcape, which ſhe did by breaking out at 
a Window of the Room or Loft in which 
ſhe was confined, and whence having 
eſcaped, ſhe got back to her Friends in 
London in about fix Hours; in a moſt weak 
and miſerable ' Condition, being almoſt 
ſtarved to Death, and without ever once 
ſtopping at any Houſe or Place 1 Way. 
She likewiſe ſays, that during her whole 
Confinement no Perſon ever came near her 
to aſk her any Queſtion whatever, nor did 
ſhe ſee any belonging to the - Houſe more 
than once, when one of the Women peeped 
through a Hole in the Door, and that the 
herſelf was afraid to call or ſpeak to any 
one. All this ſhe hath ſolemnly ſwern be- 
fore a Magiſtrate and in a Court of Juſtice. 


Such is the Narrative of Elizabeth Can- 
ning, and a very extraordinary Narrative it 
is, conſiſting of many ſtrange Particulars, 
reſembling rather a wild Dream than a real 
Fact. Fir, It doth not wel INS with 
what Motive theſe Men carried this poor 
Girl ſuch a Length of Way, or indeed that 
they had any Motive at all for ſo doing. 
Secondly, that they "ſhould be able to do it 
is not very eaſy to believe; I do net mean 
that it is not within the Strength of two 
Men to carry a little Girl (for ſo ſhe is) ten 

C 2 Miles, 


2 1 72 ] 
| Mites, but chat they couldſdo' thiswithout 


met, ;appoſed,-:or exatnined, by ay 
3 — much frequented — 
this Tom is extreamly ſtrange arid fur. 
priings) Tray, the! Giply Woman dotli 
not ſęeem. te have had ihn ſufficient Motive 
to her Proceedings. F het Deſign was to 
make a Proſtitute, os 4 Giply, or both, of 
this poor Girl, ſhe would, in all Probibili- 
ty, have applied to her duting her Confine- 
be to 9 Effet — Confmement | 
If her Defign was Murder, 
the, ee eaſier and better Ways than 
by . or if ſhe- bad choſen this Me 
thed; of 'deftroyitig the Girl, it ſeemb im- 
1 to account for the conveying to. her 
| that. Bread and Water! which could ſerve 
for no other Purpoſe but to lengthen out 
the Miſery of a Wretch againſt whom the 
Sipſy Woman had, ae appears; no Foun- 
dation whatever of Anger on Revenge, and 
might have increaſeil the Danger of dis- a 
- covering the , whole Villainy. Fou 
$ = -- "That Ebz4berh Canning herfelf ſhould 
| ſurvived this Uſage / and ail the Terrbrs d 
mut hape ocnſioned, and ſhould have been 
| kept alive with no ther Suſtenance:thak 
| the declares | ſhe had are Facts very 
N aſtoniſhing. and almoſt incredible Fil 
n jo — 


ſmall 


we 
ſmall Pittance as to retily ſonixiof- My 
within two D 's-of herElcape, is afigthgy 
very ſurpriſing/Ciroumſitnce! S H 
ſhe ſhould undergo all his Hari nd 
Faſting without ear fte $6 
her Eſcape, or without ei the x 
ability of making it in the Manner in He 
the at laſt fays. ſiie did effect It; ſecmms te 
no leſs ſhbckits to Reaſon and comm. 
Senſe.  Laftly; that at the Time when 5 
ori 


dates this Eſcape, ſhe ſhould hive Stren 
ſufficient left, not only ta breaR Her Pr 
in the Mannet ſhe deeläres, but to Walk 
eleven or twelve Miles to Bere own j_ 
is another Fact which may very well | 
= our Belief, and is 4 proper Cloſe to 

Fe Unacbountable, an ee 


arias 1 & 4 

cl 3 aa br 
this Narrative in as ſtrong à Light agulf 
the Relater, and in one as diſadvantageous 
Ws the Cr ty of he Relation, 8 I 
think they burt fairly be — * ꝛertiin it 
is, that the Facts firſt to arnauy 
to the very high zelt Degree Degree of Imp rage 
Kty, but 1 Rink chat ity do 90 
to an! well 3 for 25 th 06 jec- 
gens Which arife ef Mig the Wie of 4.906 
eien Moe in "the Tritte a thi 
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aruel Scene, no great Streſs I think can be 
laid on theſe. I might aſk what poffible 
Motive could induce two Ruffians, who 
were executed laſt Winter for Murder, after 
they had robbed a poor Wretch who made 
no Reſiſtance, to return and batter his Skull 


with their Clubs; till they fractured it in 


almoſt twenty different Places. How many 
Cruelties, indeed, do we daily hear of, to 
which it ſeems not eaſy to aſſign any other 
Motive than Barbarity itſelf ? In ſerious 
and ſorrowful Truth, doth not Hiſtory, as 
well as our own Experience, afford us too 

eat Reaſon to ſuſpect, that there is in 
tome Minds a Senſation directly oppoſite to 
that of Benevolence, and which delights 
and feeds itſelf with Acts of Cruelty-and 
Inhumanity ? And if ſuch a Paſſion can be 
allowed any Exiſtence, where can we ima- 
gine it more likely to exiſt than among ſuch 
People 4. 


; Befides, though to a humane and truly 
ſenſible Mind ſuch Actions appear to want 
an adequate Motive, yet to Wretches very 
little removed, either in their Senſations or 
Underſtandings, from wild Beaſts, here 
may poſſibly appear a very ſufficient Mo- 


ive to all that they did; ſuch might be a 


Deſire of increaſing the Train of Gipſies 
317 er 


tis] 
or of Whores in the Family of Mother 
Mell. One of theſe appears to have been 
the Deſign of the Girl, Woman from the 
Declaration of Eliaabetꝰ Canning, "Who, 
if ſhe had ſaid nothing more 
would certainly have been intitled to our 
Belief in this, though this Deſign ſeems af- 
terwards not to have been purſued. In ſhort, 
ſhe might very poſſibly have left the Alter- 
native, with PAR Indifference to the GirP's 
own Option; if ſhe Was ſtarved out of her 
Virtue, the Family might eaſily apprehend 
ſhe would give them Notice; if out of her 
Life, it would be then Time enough to 
convey. her dead Body to ſome Ditch or 
Dunghill, where, when it was It 
would tell no Tales: Poſſibly, ever, 
the Indifference of the Gipſy Womatr was 
not ſo abſolute, but that ſhe” might pre- 
fer the Girl's going her * Way, and this 
will account for her cony to her that 


Bread and Water, which might give the 
poor Girl a longer Time to Alber, and 
conſequently the Love of Liſe might have 
8 Chance to r nk Love of 
Vutue. 


110 much * che firſt and third Objefih | 
from the Want of Motive, from 
„as Tobſerved above, no very pow- 


17516 
.erfut Arguments can be drawn in the Caſe 


1 ente As to then ſocond Ob- 


jection, though. mentioned ita I would 
mit gane, the Reader, I preſume, III 


lay ſo little Weight upon it, that it would 


be waſhing Time+to-give it much. Anſwer. 
In; Reality, the Parkneſs of the Night at 
that Seaſon f the Year, and when it was 
within two Days pf, the New Moon, with 
[the Indifferenge of moſt People to what 


. doth, not concern themſelves, and the Ter- 
kor with which all honeſt Perſons paſs by 


1225 through the Roads near this Town, 
Al very ſufficiently account for the Want 
of all Interruption to theſe Men in their 


Sep the poor Girl. 


e Sand t dhe fourth Ob jection, 
e gould ſurvive this Uſage, Cc? 1 


2 e Degree of Probability to be aſcer- 
tained by the Phyſicians: Poſſible, I think 
it is and I contend for no more. I ſhall 
only obſerve here, that ſhe barely did ſur- 
vive — and chat ſhe, who:left!her Mother 


pap rr Drneagy ca ſo like a 
Spectre, that her Mother fainted a-ẽðe5 
l 


hen ſhe ſaw her; her Limbs were 


emaciated, and the Colour of her Skin 


ee 5 ta'felorble a State of 
h L. de beo Morti- 


o +a 
395 g 


1471 
Mortification ; - her Recovery from wt 


State fince, is a Proof of Tar firm and 


ſound Conſtitution; which ſupported her, 
if the "ay true, under W. 8 115 


; As to the fifth Ob; "edfion, he anſwers, 

That the cruel lage ſhe had met with, 
and the Condition the ſdw herſelf i in, Ss 
affected both her Mind and Body, that ſhe 
eat ſcarce any Thing during the firſt Days 
of her Confinement, and afterwards had fo 
little Appetite, that ſhe could ſcarce ſwal- 


low the hard Morfels "whick WEY, eee 


her. 


The ſixth Objerioh bach, i FO Opiz 
nion, ſo little in it, that had I not Heard it 
inſiſted on by others, I ſhould not myſelf 
have advanced it; common Expe t 
every Day teacheth us, that we endu 
many Inconveniencies of Life, While ws 
overlook- thoſe Ways of extricating our- 


ſelves, which, when they are diſcovered; | 


appear to have been, ech the firſt, ex- 
tremely eaſy and obvious. The Inference 


which may be drawn from this Obſervation, 


a moderate Degree of Candor wilt oblige 
us to extend very far in the Caſe of à poor 


fimple Child, under all the Circumſtances 


of reakneſs of Body, and Depreſſion and 
D Confuſion 


- . 


— * 


— — . 4 — — * — 
y — 2 
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6 


Giifubon;of Spirits, ll Deſpair, which in 
a Quality that is ever increaſing as. ts Object 


increaſes, grew to the higheſt Pitch; yi? 


forced her to an attempt, which the had 
not before had the N to undertake. 


. to her accompliſhing TY at "We 


able to eſcape to her Friends, the Probabi- 
lity of this likewiſe I leave to the Difcaſ- 
fion of Phyſicians: Poſſible it ſurely is, and 
enn very much, Whether Fen Degree 
of Deſpair, which I haye juſt mentioned, 
| will not even make it probable ; fince this 
is known to add no leſs Strength to the 
Body than it doth to the Mind, a Truth 
which, . Man almoſt may er bY 
| 1 Inſtances. _ it 32> i 


But if, . all 1 3 — 
af the Narrative ſhould till appear ever 
fo improbable, it may yet become a proper 


Object of our Belief, from the Weight of 


Evidence; for there-is a Degree of Evi- 
ence, by which every Fact that is not im- 
29 to have happened at all, or to have 

ppened in the Manner in wich it is re- 
d, may be ſupported and ought to be 
believed: In all Cafes, indeed, the Weight 
of Evidence ought to be ſtrictiy — 


25 to > the Weight of drr 1 


1 


_ 77 

. ſo, the wiſer 8 Man is the ſpduer 
2 eaſier he will belieye. To ſay Truth, 
judge well of this Canformity is what 
— truly call Sagacity, and es the 
greateſt Strength and Force of Underſtand. 
ing. He, who gives a baſty Bolief td what is 
| and improbable, is guilty af  Raſh- 
neſs; but he is e who 
declares that he will belicic-no neh Fact 
on any Evidence whatever. The World 
are too much inclined to think, that the 
Credulous is the only Fool; whereas, in 
Truth, there is another Faol of -a quite op- 
poſite Character, who is much more dif. 
ficult to deal with, leſs liable to the Doimi- 
nion of Reaſon, and poſſeſſed of a Frailty 
more prejudicial to himſelf and often more 

detrimental to Mankind in general. 72 


70 this Reaſoning to the ſent 
Cale, apply have, it is hoped, a ren 
Fairneſs and Impartiality, ſtated all the Im- 
_ probabilities which compoſe this Girl's Nar- 
rative, we will now conſider the Evidence 
that ſupports them. Arid when we Have 
done this, it will poſſibly appear, that the 
credulous Perſon is he who * 
Elizabeth omen is a Liar. 


Firſt thed, n one. Pare of this 
tory, 1 is inconteſtably true, as it 4 


D 3 


[ 20 ] 
a Matter of public Notoriety, and known by 
almoſt every Inhabitant in the Pariſh where 
her Mother dwells. / This is, that the Girl, 
after the Abſence of a Month, returned on 
the 2gth of January, in the dreadful Con- 
dition above-deſcribed. - This being an eſ- 
tabliſhed Fact, a very fair — fol- 
lows, that ſhe was confined ſome-where; 
and by ſome Perſon; that this Conſine- 
ment was of equal Duration with her Ab- 
ſence; that ſhe was almoſt i ſtarved to 
Death; that ſhe was confined in a 
whence it was difficult to make her Eſca 
that, however, this Eſcape was poſſible 
and that, at length, ſhe actually made it a 
All theſe are Circumſtances, which ariſe 
from the Nature of the Fact itſelf. They 
art what Tully calls Evidentia Rei, and are 


| ſtronger ray the poſitive T eſtimony of 


any Witneſſes; they do, indeed, carry Con- 
viction with them to every Man, ho hath 
Capacity enough to draw a Concluſion 
from the no Tel-evident Pxemuſes,. 


Theſe Facts being. eſtabliſhed, 1 Gall 
oppoſe Improbability to Improbability, and 
firſt J begin by aſking, Why did this Girl 


conceal the Perſon. who thus cruelly uſed 
her? It could not be a Lover; for among. 


all the Cruelties, by which Men have be- 
come famous i. in their Commerce with 


Women, 


11 


1 


be produced. What Reaſon, therefore, 


Character of a virtuous, 


La 7s 
Women, none of this Kind, can, I believe 


can be aſſigned for this great Degree of 
more than Chriſtian F 85 neſs of ſuch 
barbarous Uſage; is to me, I on, a Secret; 
ſuch Forgiveneſs, therefore, is, at leaſt, as 


great a Degree of Imbrobability as any 


which can be found, or which can be feign- 
ed in her Mardte. 


Again, What Motive can be invented for 

her laying this heavy Charge on thoſe Who 
are innocent? That Street- robbers and 
Gipſies, who have ſcarce even the Appearance 
of Humanity, | ſhould be guilty of wanton 
Cruelty without a Motive, hath greatly ſtag- 
gered the World, and many have denied the 
Probability of ſuch a Fact: Will they then 
imagine, that this Girl hath committed a 
more deliberate, and, therefore, a more 


atrocious Crime, by endeavouring to take 
away the Lives of an old Woman, her 


Son, and another Man, as well as to ruin 
another Woman, without any. Motive 
whatever ? Will they believe this of a young 
Girl, hardly 18:Years old, who hath the 
unanimous Teſtimony of all who ever 
knew her from her Infancy, to ſupport the 
ſober, 
well- diſpoſed Girl; and this Character moſt 
inforced by thoſe who know her beſt, and 


particularly 


L221 

ularly by thoſe eee - 
in Servae.” SH 36 i 
10 959207] 28 sig 21 Le | 
s to any Motive of gag Money 5 

ſuch an Attempt,” nothing can be more 
leſs and evidently falſe than the Sug- 
geſtion; the Subſcription which was pro- 
paſed and p ublich/ advertiſed, was thought 
of long * de Girl's Return to her Mo- 
ther, upon which Return ſhe immediately 


64) 


told the Story in the Preſence of Numbers 


of People, with all the Circumſtances with 


which ſhe hath fince;.. without. any Varia- 


tion, related it. The l d in 1 
this Subſcription. was ſet on foot by ſeveral 
well. diſpoſed. Neighbours and-very ſubſtan- 
tial Tradeſmen, in order to bring a Set of 
horrid Villains to Juſtice, which then ap- 
peared (as it hath ſince proved) to be a Matter 
which would be attentied with conſiderable 


— 


ence, not was any Reward to the Girl 


Exp 
then thought of the firſt Propoſer af which 


Reward was à Noble and Generous Lord, 


uho was preſent at the laſt Examination of 
this Matter in Bow-ftreet:: 80 that this 
Charge of the Giply Woman, and Ne, reſt; 
if a falſe one, was abſolutely 

Motive at all. A ſecond Im — . 
riſes as much higher hen th that to which it 


11 


1 


_ 
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fince it would be more deliberute, in the 
Girl, and as her Character is better thanthat 
of elenden gal Cipſies. eo 

: =. I cdi 9 R 

Again a» the £ Wien e 
wicked enough, ſo Lam fat from ſu 
bet witty enough to inyeut ach a Stor; A 
Story full of Variety of ſtrange hicidents and 
worthy the Invention of ſome Writerof 
Romances; in many of which we find fich 
Kind of ſtrange Imp that are tho 
Produclens af, 2 fertile, thengh o mmons⸗ 
ly-a diſt Brain whereas this Gurl 
is à Child in Yeats,” and yet more {oth 
Underſtanding, with all the: evident Marks 
of Simplicity that I ever diſcovered in a dais” 
man Countenance ; and this I think may 
8 ee be a hits! GT EWING * 

bY Be e wo me write from the 
Manner in which this poor: firaple Girl auh 
ſupported this Story; which, as it requires 
the higheſt Degree of Wickedneſs of Heart 
and ſons tolerable Goodneſs of Heud 't6 
have invented, ſo doth it require no final 
Degree of Aſſurance to ſupport; and that in 
large Aſſemblies of Perſons of à much 
higher Degree than ſhe had ever beſure ap- 
— in the Preſence of: Before Nabe 


— r 


| [44] __ 
who muſt have inſpired a Girl of * kind 
with the higheſt Awe. Before all theſe ſhe 
went through her Evidence without Heſi- 
tation, Confufion 8p Trembling, Change of 
Countenance, or other apparent Emotion. 
Asfuch a Behaviour could proceed only from 
the higheſt Impudence, or moſt perfect 
Innocence, fo it ſeemed clearly to ariſe from 
the: latter, as it was accompanied with ſuch 
a Shew of Decency, Modeſty, and Simpli- 
city, that if theſe were all affected, wt 
thoſe: who diſbelieve her muſt ſuf 
muſt have required not only the high 4 
Art, but hes longeſt. Practice and Fab 
"+I if ie ach a Top» Ws Fi 
9 75 


— 
p 


411 
AR 5 pes is, Gut th Girl 
ſhould 7 on a Place ley from home, and 
where it doth not appear the had eve? been 
before. Had ſhe gone to this Place down 
own Accord, or been carried 3 
othet than the Perſon ſhe accuſed, reh 
Mother Welli would have told this, as 
muſt have acquitted het of the Fact laid * 
her Charge, and would indeed have de- 
| the whole Character of Elizabeth 
Canning, and of Conſequenoe have put an 
End t6 the Proſecution; but Mother Wells, 


on the contrary, denied abſolutely that. Eli- 


* 


ey K 1 
⁊ abr Cui had ever Nw ber Hätt 
or chat he had tver Teen! Her Fits before - 
ſhe came there: Ward Peace Officers! 

* * Arno Vf 1 r ' ee an dr 
eee 


ning wa nx 2 nor ever there, in any other 
Mannes than as ſh Herſelf hath Hifofmed bs, 
her Bvidence ſtands confirmed id dhe deer 
aud ſtrongeſt — — Dan 
that. ib by he Degel Ae 5 


1 It is'true indeed; hat ads 
ly des 
chat 


confinedlthet,! "Pale 
— 8 t M ag poſitively 
this Bizaberb” Cum 
any other Time, nor in any othet Manger! 
From this Point then fo eſtabliſhed, will 
refult — — 3 For unleſthis 
— ON deen with the 

cher? di how 
was it — . þ 
all fo very aly ue the, ar her Re 


oft; wn 
— Ns her 7 25 
lars. IKAR Warewe Wipe Wer ber 
ing enabled to ges this Deſcriprictt ;- 
ſhe muſt: heffelf, or tit 
fave had her * from day 


1 
As beide mer lb herſelf denies itꝭ and 


1 tho latter. I leave to the Conjectum of 
my ingenious Reader, whether: it: was: Mo- 
ther Wells herſelf, the Gipſy Woman, Vir. | 
tae Hall, or who-elfethar-infiructed Ea. 
hath: dm in al INIT If IG 


L 511 od 1 
In the mean time, I duell beg leave. 2 
conclude, enher. that ve muſt acoauſt for 
the:Guil's Knowledge ene of the Ways 
ev 1 — mentioned — un, - Srcordly,”vre 
ve an Impoi or, Wir 
x 
it. a 233 any 
which the poor ed on 
— 4 — Ot 2 var 


inur 1 Amide d nai 100 69 gig: GA 


And ao 1 come to a Pier of Evidence 
which hath been ie incipal FourWation 
bude gen to the 


N that. en, 8 
exty | —— fanny 
—ů — 


peck it yet ſeems 

= andi till jt ſhall moe an Anſwer, 
Mult continue mmm 

teſts upon it. i af { anne 21 14 


2A a 


$982] A TY _ 13) ** Jeet x 
m brder: to ay this Pridenee before tht 
Reader in a fair and-juft' Light, it win be 
necellity to give 4 4 — Relation of” 
the Tis when Pe he. 
M 203.201 ef 1 FLI 
* by Hoiciv- 10 299 N Ser ue A5 


her Body, all her Neighbours began to 
with Reſentment agtinſt the TeveriF A 
doneetned in ſo cruel a Scene ; aid pri 
ſently ohne of the moſt ſubſtantia of 


- 
a * 
* 


dle peer | n N 
ſoon — ow wig bar 
LE put into 4 Ch ? 
making with them proper Peace” 
e 
to ſee if ſhe was ablę to trace 
whets the Rad been 7c 
that Time knew not the Name of | 
nor could ſhe Saen defer ray 
ation of Fells Honſe, bah de he 
* E 2 | 


— a. awd 


fore ſo exactly deſcribed the Inde of it. 


Fete be 
| Set Le very; extraordinary: Inei- 
25 yk „that through the, Chipks 
| ww 


TD EE 


| Fan „Table in the Kitchen Where all the 


—— — — —2727＋˙ ...r. NT 


—— 


likewif Virtye 2595 , whoſe Countenanct 
likewifg is very eaſ +. + rad 
| ys w. ho hate once, ber. 


5 more were. 


1 Canine, | El 
3d 


1 28 


Foſfibly indeed: fhe might, never; have been 
ve difcpveredithe Houle. at all; hat 


42255 any — of, Succeſs and 


tr 20 ole Anis 
12 1 2:1 Ha * ban 1244 

en aired at thisHou e the poor 
Girl was taken out of the. Chaiſe, and; placed 


ged. m Review. before her ; ſhe 
on the Gipſy Woman, ham 
ad; very. — — deſeribed before, 
N wh 1 perhaps, the moſt remarkable 
erſon in the whole World he charged 


e d > 14 f 27 984 


” The whale F amily, however, 2 
ꝓoſitively 97 by — 


10Jaſtiee or . tor the Cou 
Mzddleſex, who 
zabeth Canning alone 
ſtom her any 
afterwards Sainte the Parties; 
the End committed the Gipſy Warban an 
Wells, the former for taking away the 885 
from Elzabeth Canning, and the later f 
keeping a diſorderly Houſe : a 


60 ne 101. 


oe here the'R Render {Rr 
978 No 1 25 7 


Ie 52 b | 
5 Aale. . 5 ie: 


Huge C Donar 530 en LILY 


2 { 
ee 8 e ae Fa 


N Re 


of. d G00 ein non brig 


76 dy; „ Thar Eli Bj * A np, '; 
cautious is taking her Oath. de- 
clared, That ſhe could not ſwear to the 
Gi 1 Son, as the Men's Hats were flap- 
over their Faces in the” Houſe, and as 
when the was firſt aſſaulted it was ſo very | 
dark ſhe could not diſtinguiſh their (bun | 
tenaaces, nor did the charge Well with any | 
rm all, except that which reſulted 

from 


$1 


4 


b 0 7 921 5 


4 


a ee 7 oh 
Dor e 

* VG Po bee 
1: Giply's Son, whorh. this 


| e Hull hath ſince accuſed of the Babs 


rn 


3 405 Eg . Her Friendas 
now returned home to her Mother's 4 
where ſhe continued to langu ih in a v 


this Caule, adviſed. che Parties 70 apply 6 
- 


Council, and * this e 
hath done upon 


A the Coun be Spe Be ends 


with 


Accordingly; vpe tha. Ei of Fang 
E my Room, C 


-n being then with me, my Clerk 
e Cate, which Was N 
member, indorſed at the T G 


Elizabeth C ning; Mr-Fig — 


1 


32 la : 


(0) 


4 I 


FR 


kn: at che! Bottom, 
Cine on of this Cale, wit 
1 eg 10 


"Be 


E = = 

| 10 n>mol1n9t and WH 5 — 13 
"The Neger wh ual 
ſeem, 2 ag | 


themſelvey, f. to ſhew the gr 


— ture 
deere Kh = 5 


1 nf Oh 
nal Ne "LK: | 
mould make cheir e. 
defied - hin ts! fit dowr, 


„ E Wife to 
fetch 


32] 
ie me back Ales Gag, which Then re 
2 and ee tocpntain a very full and 
clear State of the whole Affair relating to 
the Uſage of 5 Oh, 25 8 a Byers what 
ee might 
. Pitepdert v 
anſtyered in t 
Mr., Salt 1 e 


. 


t it was the 


8 Tran 
e Fat, 5 ce 


Lan 984 to. Death, 77 0 ſeveral edi 
ous Examinations at that Hime, and had in- 
tended. to  refreſh.myſelf 1 with a Day or two's 
erval in the Country, where. I had nat 
been, unleſs on SPS: of tor a Jong Time, 


W vai bebe 1 ,Þ:5ns aw II 


01 5! | ; 7 
4581 5 | I * 18d, 


„ howe a 
tives 15 ry doin I * 
Partyities,” tome SS | 


the extragrdina 
a YR Tomy 


15 A 1 avis Houſe, 2 Tk 
lead up tairs- between two, the a 
Information, which I had never 1 . | 
was read over to her, when. ſhe (wore | 
Of Rf WO OR * 


= 
80 (ore. 


due, 1. 17 r tox + Eliza- | 
of Aldermanbury 


Canning 0 
EY Ws don, 5 — 4 | 
12 5 | 


Long in the 2752 


FRE 


to. {ee her we and” Aunt, ho. lice af 


 Saltpetri- Bunt, near Naſema in 
_*the County of Midas 25 afd . 
-with them until che Evening ; and faith, 
That upon her Return hothe, about Half 
2 'Hour after Nine, being 6 polite Betble- 
; — 3 4 in M Rolls, ſhe, this Infertnant, 

erzed by two 56 210 (whoſe Names are 
ee to Arg this Informant) who both 


had brown Bob-wigs on, anddrab-coloured | 


Great- coats; one of whom held her, this 


Informant, whilft the other, feloniouſiy and 


violently, took from her one Shaving Hat, 
_ one Stuff Gown, and one Linen Apron, 
which the had on ; and alfo, Half a Guinea 


in Gold, and Three Shillings in Silver; 
and then he that held her threatened to do 


for this Informant. And this Informant 
faith, That, immediately after, they, the 
| fithe two Men, vietently took hold of her, 
and dragged her up into the Gravel-walk 
that leads down to the ſaid Gate, and about 
the Middle thereof, 1. the faid Man, that 
firſt held her, gave her, with his Fiſt, a 
. violent Blow upon the right Temple, 

threw her into a Fit, and deprived 
her of her Senſes, (which Fi its, ſhe, this 
Informant, faith ſhe is accuſtomed and ſub- 
ject to, upon being frighted, and that 1M 
often continue for fur er ſeven nd | 


1 


IL 


. r 35, EM _ | 
And this Informant faith. 3 | 
cache to herſelf, the ee that ſhe was 


not call out [1-4 Fl, REG oo k to them. 
And this Informant faith, - in | 


half an Hour after ſhe had fo recovered 


herſelf, they, the faid two Men, carried 


her, this i Bret into a Houſe. (which, 
as ſhe, this Informant, heard from ſome of 
them, was about Four o Clock in the. 
Morning, and which Houſe, as ſhe, this 
Informant, hath ſince heard and. believes, 
is ſituate at Enfie]d-waſh in the County of 
Middleſex, and is reputed: to be a very bad N 

and deer Bawdy-houſe, and 
by be — Will, idow) 2 
Informant faw, in the Kitche 
Gipſey Woman, and two plan” Jab 
whoſe Names were unknown to this lake. | 


mant; but the Name of one of them, this 


Informant: hath fince heard, and believes'is 
Vertue Hall, and faith, That the fuld old, 
Gipſy. Woman took hold. of thus Infor- 
mant's Hand, and promiſed. to give her fine. 

Cloaths if * ſhe Would go 2 Way ; | 


—Y (meaning, 


me et fig 27 the 
SGipiy ee 
Prayer, and cut the Lact of the Stays of 
her tiiis Informant, and took” the. aid 
Stays away from her ; and ane” of the ſaid 
Nin took off her Cap, and then the-Gid 


two Men went away wich it, and ſhe, this 


 Inforthant, hath” neter ſince ſeen any 0 
Ber Things, And this Informant Fat, 


That foon after they were gone, (which, | 


the," this ace delleves Was. about 
in the Morning) The, the faid old 
" Woman, forced her, this = 
mahnt, up an old Pair of Stairs, and puſh 

ao A, a back Room like a Hay-lof, 
"without an Furniture whatſbeyer in the 
farne, ere locked her, this Infarmant, 
, threatening her, this Informant, that 
I le made the eaſt Noiſe or Diſturhance, 
he the ſaid old Gipſy Woman, woul 
ect her Throat: and then the went aw 


| {Bi or tt her looking round to ſee 
i is a diſtnal Place ſhe” was, 9 4 this 
Informant, Aſſcoyered' a large black 


with' the Neck much 9 wherein 
was ſorfie Water ; and upon the Floor, 
ern Pieces of Bread, near ig. 1 


| = = Informant faith, That 21 | 


Jug 


1 


1 


"3 e 4 

buaad in ber Pocket) or any Thing 
other than the ſaid Hay; and wi 
Perſon, os Perſons; coming to 

ſſhe oftety heard the Name of Mrs. and 


d Bar 
_ almoſt, naked: during the whole Time-of 
her Conſmement, about Halt-an-hovr after 


9 
1 


16 Ve on, 
any 
„ Altho' 


Mother Mall called upon, whom ſhe un- 
derſtood was the Miſtreſs of che Houſe. 


| And this Informant ſaith, That on ay, 
ſhe, this Informant, had conſumed 


the 


emen, being; ae ib 
„ and ſtarved with- and 


Four in: the Afternoon. of the faid\twenty- 


ninth Day of January, broke ent: at a 


Window af the ſad Nom er Flac a0d 


got 


[ 35 . 
got to her Friends in London, about a Quar- 


ter-after- Ten the ſame Night, in a moſt 
weak; | miſerable Condition, being very | 
near ſtarved to Death. And this Infor- 
mant faith, That ſhe ever ſince hath been. 


and nom is, in 'a very weak and declining 
State and Condition of Health, and altho 


her) yet whatever ſmall Nutriment ſhe, 


this Informant, i is able to take, the ſame re- 
ceives no Paſſage 


wy ' - , ONE. 5 i 
. r OY 


Jl 
1 FIELDING. 


, 
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Fame, that might ap 
give Security of theit my Behaviour ; 


one Fudiih Nats were ſeized and brou 
before me, both being 


found at Mo 


nelle: Fhey were in my Houle Sore an 


; | ** 


i A... . * a 


allpoffible Care and Afiiſtince ' is given to 


through her, but what i is 


this Inforinition, I ied a Wars 
rant againſt-all, who ſhould be found refi- 
dent in the Houſe of the ſaid Welk, as idle 
and diſorderly Perſons, and Perſons of evil 
pear before me, 


upon which Warrant, Yertue Hall and 


1 li 


1 li 


| Words I Ar ſpoke * — — —— 
| not be under this Fear and A 


; — her; which I. continued 


* "3 


Hour or n more before 1 31 


ſee them, which Time, and — 
Thad lo eg Perm. I was i 


remember, were theſe, Child; y = 


if you will tell us the whole Truth of this 
Affair, I. give you my Word and Honour, 


as far as it is in my Power, to prote@-you'; 


vou thall.come.to. no; Me 


She anſwered, that: ſhe - would -tell-:the 


whole Truth, but deſired to have ſame 


Time given her to recover from her 
' Fright ; upon this, I ordered a Chair to be 


boos ght — and defired her to fit down, 

en after ſome, Minutes began to ex- 
doing, in 
the ſofteſt Language and kindeſt Manner 1 
was able, for a conſiderable Time, till hne 
had been guilty of ſo many Prevarications 
and Contradictions, that I told her I would 


examine her no longer, but would com- 


mit her to Priſon, and leave her to ſtand 
or fall by the Evidence, againſt her, 
and pe A Time adviſed Mr. Salt 

to 


to ptoſecute her as 1 together 
wich the Gipſy Woman ; upon this, the 
begged I would hear her once more, and 
faid-that ſhe would tell the whole Truth, iy 
and accounted for her Unwillingneſs to do it, 
from the Fears of the Gipfy Woman and 

Wells. — — which 

the anſwered with more Appearance of 

Truths dan dhe Mad Gone Defote 3 after y/ 
which, I recommended to Mr. Saf, to go | 
with her and take her Information in Writ- 

ing; and at her g from me, I bid 

her be a Girl, and be ſure to fay nei- 

ther more nor leſs than the whole Truth, 
During chis whole Time, there were no leſs 
than ten or a dozen Perſons of Credit 
ſent, who will, I ſuppoſe, teſtify the Tuch 
of this whole Tranſaction as it is here re- 
tated. Yertue Ha then went from me, 
and returned in about two Hours, when 
the following Information, which was, as 
the ſaid, taken from her Mouth; was read | 
en WE ere 


* 


4 


| { 


[4]. 


The InroxmaT1oN e Vir "Hall" © 
ate of the Pariſh + field in 2 


. County of W Spinſter, talen 
upon Oath this 1 5 25 Day of Februy 
| . before me 


jelding, EV: 
ane gf bit Mas 0 ces of t the Peace. 


for the County 0 Middleſex,”” r 


er 


This Informant upon her Oath Aach, 
That on Tueſday the ſecond Day of = 


laſt paſt, about four of the Clock in the 
Morning, a young Woman, whoſe Na” 
this Informant hath fince heard is Eliza- 
beth Canning, was brought G ny 
Gown, Hat, or Apron —¹ to the Ho 

of one Suſannah Well of 7 1 


the County aforeſaid, Widow, b 5 5 
gar 


the Name of one of whotr is 
the reputed Son of one Mary er, 48 


Tag 


old Gip fy Woman, who wall TR ſome 


little time 1 5 had lodged at the Houſe 


of the ſaid Suſannah Wells, but the Name 
of the other of the ſaid two Men this In- 


formant knows not, ſhe this Informant ne- 
ver having ſeen him before or ſince to the 
beſt of her Knowledge. And this Inform- 


ant faith, That when ſhe the ſaid Elizabeth 
Canning was brought into the Kitchen of 
the ſaid Wellis Houſe, there were preſent 


'G "the 


1 


. | 
the ſaid Mary . Squires, . Fobn Squires, the 
Man unknown, Katherine Squires, the re- 
puted Daughter of the ſaid Mary Squires, 
and. this -Informant ; and this Informant 
does not recollect that any one elſe was in 
the faid Kitchen at that time: And faith, 
That immediately upon her the ſaid Elixa- 


_ beth Canning's being brought in, the ſaid 
2 Squares ſaid, here Mother take this 
irl, or uſed Words to that Effect; and 


ſhe the faid Mary Squires aſked him where 
they had brought her from? and Jabn ſaid 
from M: and told his ſaid Mother 
that they had taken her Gown, Apron, 
Hat, and half a Guinea from her, to the 
beſt of this Informant's Recollection and 
Belief: Whereupon ſhe the ſaid Mary 
Squires took hold of the ſaid Elizabeth Can- 
ning 's Hand, and aſked her if ſhe would 
go their Way, or Words to that Effect; 
and upon the ſaid Ekzabeth Conning's an- 
ſwering no, . ſhe the ſaid Mary Sguires took 
a Knife out of the Drawer of the Dreſſer in 
the Kitchen, and therewith cut the Lace of 
the ſaid Elizabeth Canning's Stays, and took 
the. ſaid. Stays away from her, and hung 
them on the Back of a Chair, and the ſaid 
Man unknown took the Cap off the ſaid 
Elizabeth Canning s Head, and then he, 
with the ſaid Jab, Squires, went out of 


— 


Doors 


1% 


1 


* 


II 


( 
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Doors with it. And this Informant faith, 
That quickly after on were gone the the 


ſaid Mary Squires Nude the ſaid Ezabetb 
Canning ; long the — towards Pp 


a Pair ** Stakes into a 8 
room like a Loft, called the 

where there _ fome Hay ; and w it 
ſhe the ſaid Ma 'res was ſo puſhing her 
the faid Eliza oy Canning towards the 
Stairs, ſhe the fajd Suſanna Wells came in- 
to the Kitchen, and aſked the faid Mary 
Squires what ſhe was going to puſh the Girl 
up. Stairs for, or Words to that Effect, and 
to the beſt of this Informant's Recolleion 


and Belief the faid 2 + 'res anfwered, 


What is that to you, ave no Bufinefs 
with it ? 3 n the 10 Suſannab Wells 
directly went out of the Kitchen into an op- 
fite Room called the Parlour, from whence 
e. came, as this Informant believes. And 
this Informant ſaith, That the faid Mary 
Squires forced the faid Elizaberb Coming 
up Stairs into the fait Workſhop, and but- 
toned the Door at the Bottom of the Stairs 
in the Kitchen upon her, and confined her 
there, And this Informant faith, © That 
about two Hours after a Quantity of Water 
in an old broken manthed large black Jug 
was carried up the ſaid States, and put 
down upon the TIRES of ay faid TROY 


tet - 
at the Top of the Stairs, to the beſt of this 
Informant's Recollection and Belief. And 
this Informant ſaith, That ſoon after the 
ſaid Elizabeth Canning was ſo put into the 
ſaid Workſhop, and the ſaid Suſannah Wells 
was returned into the Parlour, the ſaid Joby 
Squires returned again into the Kitchen, 
+=] took the Stays from off the Chair and 
went away with: the ſame, and in about an 
Hour's time returned and went into the 
Parlour with the faid Suſannah Wells. He 
the ſaid Jobm Squires came again into the 
Kitchen, and then this Informant went in- 
to the Parlour to the ſaid Syſannah Wells, 
and the ſaid Suſannah Wells there faid to 
this Informant Virtue, the Gipſy Man 
(meaning the faid Fobn Squires) has been 
| telling me that his Mother had cut the 
Girl's (meaning the ſaid Elizabeth Can- 
ning s) Stays off her Back, and that he has 
got them; and further faid, I deſire you 
will not make a Clack of it, for fear it ſhould 
be blown, or uſed Words to that or the 
like Effet, And this Informant faith, 
That from the Time of the ſaid Elizabeth 


Canning being ſo confined i 2 2 Morn- | 


ing of the ſaid ſecond Da in 
manner as aforeſaid, ſhe ba faid Eligabetb 
Canning was not miſſed or diſcovered ta 

haye ckaged out of the ſaid Workſhop _ 


— 


/ 


1% 


\ | 


— 
* a — 


till Wedneſday the 3 iſt Day of the ſame 
Month of January, as ſhe this Informant 
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ily believes; for that to the beſt of this 

t's Recollection and Belief, ſhe 

was the Perſon that firſt miſſed the faid 
Elizabeth Canning thereout. And this In- 
formant faith, That the ſaid Suſannah Wells 
harboured and continued the ſaid Mary 
Squires in her aforeſaid Houſe from the 
Time of the ſaid Mary Squzres's robbing 
the ſaid Elizabeth Canning of her Stays un- 
till Thurſday the firſt Day of February laſt 
ſt, when the ſaid Suſannah Wells, Sarah 
fide Daughter, Mary Squires, John Squires, 
his two Siſters Katharine and Mary Squires, 
Fortune Natus, and Sarah his Wife, and 


this Informant, were apprehended on ac- 


count thereof, and carried before Juſtice 
Tyſhemaker. And this Informant faith, 
That Fortune Natus and Sarah his Wife, 
to the beſt of this Informant's Recollection 
and Belief, have lodged in the Houſe of 
the ſaid Suſannah Wells about eleven Weeks 
next before Monday the fifth Day of Fr. 
bruary Inſtant, and layed on a Bed of Hay 
ſpread in the Kitchen at Night, which was 
in the Day-time puſhed up in a Corner 
thereof, and continued lying there, when 


at home, untill Thurſday the (aid firſt hs 


| [46] 
of February when before the ſaid Mr, Ty/he-, 
maler, all except the faid Suſannah Wells 
and Mary Squires were diſcharged, and 
then that Evening the ſaid Fortune Natus 
and Sarah his Wife laid up in the ſaid 
Workſhop where the ſaid Elizabeth Can- 
ming had been confined, ſo that, as this 
Informant underſtood, it might be pretend- 
ed that they had lein in the ſaid Workſhop 
for all the Time they had lodged in the 
faid Suſarnab Wells's Houſe. And faith, 
That on the Day on which it was diſcover- 
ed that the ſaid Elizabeth Canning had 
made her Eſcape out of the faid Work- 
ſhop, by breaking down ſome Boards flight. 


ly affixed acroſs the Window-place, the 


id Sarah, Daughter of the ſaid Suſannab 
Wells, nailed up the faid Window-place 
again with Boards, fo that the ſaid Win- 
dow-place might not appear to have been 
broke open. . And laſtly, this Informant, 
faith, That ſhe, this Informant, hath lived 
with the ſaid Stſannab Wells about a Quar- 
ter of a Vear laſt paſt, and well knows 
that the ſaid Saſannab Wells, during that 
time, hath kept a very notorious ill govern- 
ed and diſorderly Houſe, and has had the 
Character of doing ſo for many Years paſt; 
and that the ſaid Sſannab Wells well knew 


and 


Hall at het Tryal 


amined upon her Oath before me; dec 
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and was p e Comin Confinement of the 
er 


ſaid Elizab Canning. 
Sworn FTE | x abit 
_ 7 14th Fe- © PVirtue + Hall. © 
| bruaty 1753. | Mark. 
H. FIELDING. A | 


The Reader will be pleaſed to confider 
the Nature of this Information truly taken 
in the Manner above ſet down, to compare 
it with the a; Nth EE Virtue 


it with the LY wth © bf Ei Canning, 
and then I am much ' miſtaken it Be Gee 
demns either the Judge or Jury. 


75 irtue Hall, one Judirb Natus, the Wise 
of Firtune Natus, "whom FE apprehend to 
belong to the Gipſies, and who was __ 
in the Houſe with Virtue Hall, being 


— | 
That the and her Huſband fay in the fame 
Room where Elizabeth Canning ap 
to have been confined during the whole 
Time of her pretended Conſinement, and 
declared, Thar ſhe had never {cert nor heard 
of any _ Perſon as Elizabeth Canning in 


Helis 


After I Had finiſhed the W CE 


48 1 
Welk's Houſe. Upon this Virtue Hall, of 
her own Accord, affirmed, as ſhe doth in her 
Information in Writing, theſe two Perſons 
were introduced into that Room, to lie 
there, by Mother Wells, to give a Colour to 
the Defence which Wells was to make, and 
which theſe People, in the Preſence of 
Virtue Hall, had agreed to ſwear to. 


. Upon this ſome Perſons, who were pre- 
ſent, were deſirous that this Judith Natus 
ſhould be committed for Perjury, but I told 
them that ſuch a Proceeding would be con- 
trary to Law, for that I might as well com- 
mit Virtue Hall upon the Evidence of Ju- 
dith Natus, However, as I confeſs I my- 
ſelf thought her guilty of Perjury,. I gave 
her ſome little Cation, and told her that 
ſhe. ought to be very ſure of the Truth of 
what ſhe ſaid, if ſhe intended to give that 
Evidence at the Old Bailey, and then diſ- 
ber. 


The next Day Virtue Hall came again 
before me, but nothing material paſſed, nor 
was ſhe three Minutes in my Preſence. I 
then ordered Detainers for Felony againſt 
the Gipſy Woman and Wells to be ſent to 

the Priſons where, they then lay upon the 
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Commitments of Mr. Ty | her,” and thus 
ended all the Trouble which T thought it 
was neceſſary for me to give myſelf in this 
Affair; for as to the Gipſy Woman of Wells, 
' thoſe who underſtand the Law well _ 
J had no Buſineſs with them. | 


Some Days afterwards, Beg og 


Return to Town, my Clerk informed 
me, that ſeveral Noble Lords had ſent to 
my Houſe in my Abſence, deſiring to be 
preſent at the Examination 'of the Gipſy 
Woman. Of this I informed Mr. Sal, and 


defired him to bring Elizabeth Canning and - 
Virtue. Hall, in order to ſwear their ſeveral 


Informations again in the Preſence of the 
 Giply Woman and Wells, and appointed 


him a Day for ſo doing, of which I ſent m 


Advice to the noble Lords. 


One of theſe, namely Lord | Montfort, 
together with ſeveral Gentlemen of Faſhion, 


2 at the appointed Time. They were 


Room before the Priſoners or Wit- 
nete were brought up. The Informations 


were read to the two Priſoners; after which 


T aſked the Priſoners a very few Queſtions, 
and in what Manner I behaved to them let 
all who were 'preſent teſtify ; I can truly 


fay, that my Memory doth not charge me 
H — with 


L 5. 5 
with having ever inſulted the loweſt Wretch 
that hath been brought before nme. 


The Priſoners and Witneſſes left the 
Room while all the Company remained in 
it; and from that Time to this Day I ne- 
ver ſaw the Face of Virtue Hall, unleſs once 
vrhen ſhe came before me with Canning, to 
ſiee a Man who was taken on Suſpicion of 
the Robbery, and when I ſcarce ſpoke to 
her; nor ſhould I have ſeen Elizabeth —4 | 
ning more, had not I received a Meſſa ps from | 
ſome Gentlemen deſiring my Advice how to 
diſpoſe of ſome Money which they had col- 
lected, tothe Uſe of Elizabeth ane in the 
beſt Manner for her Advantage; upon which 
Occaſion I ordered her to be ſent for, tomeet 
one of the Gentlemen at my Houſe; And had 
not like wiſe been informed fince the Tryal, 
that a great Number of Affidavits, proving 
that the Gipſy Woman was at Abbotſbury i in 
Dorſetſhire, at the very Time when Elixa- 
beth Canning had ſworn that ſhe was robbed 
by her at Enfeld-waſte, were arrived at my 
Lord Mayor's Office, Upon this I ſent for 
her once more, and endeavoured by all 
Means in my Power to ſift the Truth out 
of her, and to bring her to a Confeſſion if 
ſhe was guilty; but ſhe- perſiſted in the 
Truth of the Evidence that ſhe had given, 
and with ſuch an Appearance of Innocence, | 
asS J 


TH | . 


511 
nee the hae, ae 


4 C0 
FEE ERA 
whole: Concern! which: Lhad in this Affair 
unlefs that after I had diſcharged my whole 


e 


Duty as a Juſtice of the Ptace, Mr. Salt 


came again to conſult with m ,t 
the Crime of which Wells was accuſed, and 
the Manner of proſecuting hetao upon a 
Point of Law, which is by no meats, A very 
eaſy one, namely Mat. of Aeceſſariet after 
the Fact in Felony, upon Which I. give him 


my Opinion. do 


And now having run through de Pro- 
cela vf the Affair as fat as td the Tryab 
which is already in Print, I cm day ber 
fore the Reader that Point of Biidence: on 
which; as I have: faid, fo, great! a Streſs 
ought to be laid, a Point on Wwhidl indecd 

7 Cue whatever might be ſiſely reſted. 

is the Agteenient, in ſo mam 

lar Circumſtances between the Evidence of 
Elizabeth Canning and Virtue: Hall. That 
Virtue Hall had never ſeen nor heard the 
Evidence of Elizabeth Canning at the Time 
wihemſhe made her own Information, ist 
Fact; . nay, bad ſhe even heard the other 
repeat it once over before a Juſtice of Peace, 
that: ſhe ſhould be able, at 2 Diſtance -of 
H 2 Time, 


[8] 
Time, to'retain every particular Circum- 
ſtance ſo exactly as to make it tally in the 
Manner her Information doth with that of 
Elizabeth Canning; is à Sup poſition in the 
higheſt Degree abſurd; and thoſe who can 
| believe: io dan believe that which is much 
more incredible! than A in the wy. 
EYES Lg . ningg ois 


The * Way chevefors to account file 
be 18, byluppotivg that the two Girls laid 
this: Story together. To the Probability 
_ 8 Poſſibility of this ee n 
objeck, 4 


-©:Bigfh; That from che woke Qrcum- 
ſtances of this "Caſe it appears manifeſtl 

that they had never ſeen the Face of each 
other (uneſs Carning be believed as to the 


Time hem ſhe was broughtinto Welliit) be- 


fore the Petſons came to apprehend her, nay 
Melle herſeif declared before me, that Can- 
ning had never been in her Houſe, and the 
other ſcarce ever out "ou RAT the eres 
N 15 911 t,t 

© Sei 55 B+ we calls ſu > they had 
met together ſo as to form the 
Behaviour ſof Virtue Hall before Mr. Tyſbe- 
Maker would intirely deſtroy any ſuch Sup- 


poſition, ſor there this Virtus Hall was - 


1 


| [i532]] RY: 
far from being in the ſame Story with Eli- 
zabeth Canning, that ſhe there affirmed The 
knew nothing of the Matter, and ſhe had 
1 then no Reaſon to apprehend any farther 
Examination; nor is it poſſible to coneeive 
that theſe two Girls ſhould afterwards enter 
into any ſuch Agreement. From the Day 
of the Examination before Me, Tyſhemakter, 
1 till Virtue Hall came before me, the two 
1 Girls never ſaw the Face of each other, the 
one remained ſick at her Mother's in Ton, 
the other continued at Wellis Houſe at En- 
field, in Company with thoſe; ha yet pe 
fiſt in their Friendſhip to Wells and the Gip- 
11, ſy. In reality, I never yet heard a Fact bet- 
15 ter eſtabliſhed in a Court of Juſtice than 
this, that Elizabeth Canning and Virtue Hall 
did not lay this Story ther, nay even 
he herſelf doth not, as J have hear ſince 
her Apoſtacy, pretend to ſay any ſuch 
| thing; but:imputes her Evidence to her be- 
mne chreatened and bullied into it, which 
to my own Knowledge, and that of 
many others, is a moſt impudent Falſe- 
hood; and, ſecondly, aſeribes her agree 
ing with El;zabeth Canning to having heard 
her deliver her Evidence, which, beſides 
being impoſſible, can be proved to be an- 
other notorious Fal ſe hood, by a great Num- 
; ber of Witneſſes of indiſputable Credit. gl 


1541] 


„ * 


following Hllogiftical Concluſion 


Whenever two Witneſſes denture a Fag, | 


and agree in all the Circumſtances of it, 
either the Fact is true or they have previ- 
ouſly concerted any n — them- 
* 200 


- But in this Caſe E itis impoſſible that theſe. 


Girls ſhould —_ fo Auer r concerted 
the Evidence: 8 


- And therefor thee F act i is true. 
The Reader Will be pleatel 10 obfarve; 


That I do not here lay any Weight on the 
Evidence of Virtue Hl as fat as her own 


Credit is neoeſſary to ſupport that Evidence, 


for in Truth'ſhe- deſerves no Credit at all; 
on her Evi 


the Weight which I here lay 
dence is ſo far only as it is — pported 2 
Evidence of Fact which — is always 


fafely to be depended pon, "as it is done 


Ir of a Lye. 


And here, though I might very well reſt 


the Merits of the whole Cauſe on this fingle 
Point, yet I cannot conclude the * 
is 


$6 that I think I am here intitled to the 
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hls poor Girl without one Obſervation, 

hath, I own, ſurprized me, and 
will, I doubt not, ſurpriſe; the Reader. It 
is this, Why did not the Gipſy Woman 
and Wells produce the Evidence of Fortyne 
Natus and his Wife in. their Defence at their” 
Tryal, fince that Evidence, as they well 
knew, was ſo very ſtrong in their Behalf, 
that had the Jury believed it, they muſt. 
have been acquitted ? For my own Part, 
I can give but one Anſwer to this, and that 
is too obvious to need to be here men- 
tioned. | 


Nor will! quit this Caſe, without obſerv- 


ing the pretty Incident of the minced Pye ; 


which, as it poſſibly ſaved this poor Girl's 
Life, fo doth the Intention of carrying 

it home to her little Brother ſerve very 
bi ghly to repreſent the Goodneſs, as well as 
Childiſhneſ and Simplicity of her Cha- 
racter; a Character ſo Fironply imprinted in 
her Countenance; and atteſted by all Har 
Neighbours. | \ wth 


Upon the whole, this Caſe, prey + it 
be — in a private or in a public 


Light, deſerves to be ſcrutiniſed to the 


the Bottom; and that can be only done by 
the Government's authorilin g ſome very 
* capable 


[56] 
capable and very indifferent Perſons, to 
examine into it, and particularly into the 
alibi Defence of Mary Squires the Gipſy 
Woman. On the one Side here is the Life 
of a Subject at Stake, Who, if her Defence 
is true, is innocent; and 4 young Girl, 
guilty of the blackeſt, moſt pfemeditated, 
and moſt audacious Perjury, levelled againſt 
the Lives of ſeveral innocent Perſons/ 
On the other Side, if the Evidence of 
Elizabeth Canning is true, and Perjury 
ſhould, nevertheleſs, prevail againſt her, 
an innocent young Creature, with hath ſuf- 
fered the moſt cruel and unheard-of In- 


4 


juries, is in Danger of being'rewarded for 


them by Ruin and Infamy; and what muſt 


extremely aggravate her Caſe, and avill diſ- 


tinguiſh her Miſery from that of all other 
Wretches upon” Earth, is, that ſhe will 
owe all this Ruin and Infamy to this ſtrange 
Circumſtance, that her Sufferings have been 
beyond what human Nature is ſuppoſed 
capable. of bearing; whilſt Robbery, Cru- 
elty, and the moſt impudent of all Per- 
juries, will eſcape with Impunity and 
Triumph; and, therefore, will ſo eſcape, 
becauſe the Barbarity of the guilty Parties 
hath riſen to a Pitch of wanton and un- 
tempted Inhumanity, TIRE all ny 
by Belief. 


As 


that thoſe derne me n 


ever be poſſibly charged wi 


ſhe hath been ca 


frankly own, I thought | 
the very Reverſe of Cenſure. The Truth | 
is, the ſame Motive with. me 
then, which principally urged me to take 
up my Pen at this Time, a Deſire to pro- 
tect Innocence and to detect Guilt; and 
the Delight in fo doing was the only Re- 
ward I ever expected, ſo help me God; 
and T have the Satisfaction to be affured; 


lieve, me. $18 1 T iow aut 


g W 
FN ION Truth, Guida / Ervord can 
in this Caſe 
is an Error in Sagacity. If El:zateth Can 
ning be guilty of à falſe Accuſation, Fowh 
pable of impoſing on me; 
but I have the Comfort to think: the ſame 
Impoſition hath paſſed not only on tuo Ju- 
ries, but likewife on one of the beſt Judges 
that ever fate on the Bench of Juſtice, and 
on two other very able n were 
pens ora gy; e, 
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I do not, for my own Part, pretend to 
Infallibility, though I dan at the ſame. time 
wich Truth declare, that I haue never {pared 


1 
7 1 


4 


. *. 
* / 
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daple Girls I ever ſaw, if ſhe be a wicked 


n 
£7 


7 
: 


hs 7 


> her to be ſach ſhe hath indeed 


% 


ee 


9 7 
Hua | 


Mearch-1753, as firmly perſuaded as I am 
of any Fact in this World, the Truth of 
Which depends ſolely on the Ryidepes. of 
. | thers, that Mary Sguires the Gipſy Woman, 
198 CCILT Tot the Robbery and Cruelty 


. | alibi Defence is not only a falſe one, but a 


\. 


Occafions, where are Gangs of People, 
as Gipſits, Ac. that very: foul and unjuſti- 

fable Practices have been uſed in this = 

Affair ſince the Tryal; and that Elizabet, 


Canning is a poor, honeſt, innocent, fimple | 


Gitl, and the moſt unhappy and moſt 1n- 
jured of all human Beings. ' 


ms Fog Wn irs 1.97 a | 
one; anon one a os 
4 | lydeccived. me, for I remain 9 
3 And I appeal, in the moſt 
5 Manner, to x <p Almighty , for 

Truth of what I now. afſert. Iam at 
this very Time, on this 15th Day of 


of which ſne ſtands convicted; that the 
Falſehood very eaſy to be practiſed on all 


It 


\ 


Na this Trouble; 
| am; in my own 


. 1899. | 

5 dt gn s 1! ni 211184: Aαι 
- Ie e ie Fersen elbe —— 
which” oceaHJœ½ed — the 
for as to- myſelf, 1 
Opinion; as Rttle concerned 
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Whatever Warmth 1 have l un wagys - 
tracted in this Matter, I have 0 


from choſe whs' have been much warmer 
on the other Sice ; nor can arty ſueh Ma- 
blame me, ſince e muſt, I am 
aded, at from the fame Motive of do- 
. uſtice to injured Innocence. This is 
1 the Duty 22 and à very 
indiſpenſible Duty b. if we believe one 

of the beſt of Weiters. Qui non defendit, 
nec obfiftit, fs poteſt, injuriæ, tam erit in vi- 
rio quam ji s, aut amicos, aut patri- 
am deferat. ' Theſe are Tuſſy s — and 
they are in the moſt elfe Name ift 
piiyiſle es een T7 
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Duty, my Lord Mayor as well as "myſelf 
have ajuſt Title at all Events. cpa gi. 
own Part, as I do not 

neither do I fear: e other Hondur 
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ly the Cauſe is of ſuch - a Nature: that a 
, muſt be, intolerably. vain Who is a- 


To be placed above the Reach of Deceit is 


be en eee the Rank of a human 
bee, ſure I amsthat I make no Preten- 
on to be of that Rank; indeed Ihave been 
often deceived in my Opinion of Men, and 
have ' ſerved and recommended to others 
thoſe Perſons, whom I have aſterwands di- 
— tg be totally worthleſs. 1 ſhall, in 
„be 1 well contented with the 
which. Cicero gives of Epicurus. 

Quit illum, neget- & bonum virum & comem 
& humanum fuifſe! And choever will allow 


me this, which I muſt own. I think I de 


ſerye, ſhall have my Leave to add, ae, 
* let vera ſunt non ſatis prunes fig. 5055 


* ſolemn Truth, ſa; little 8 am 11 | 
to be found in the right, that I ſhall nat be 


in the leaſt diſpleaſed to find myſelf miſ- 
taken. This indeed I ought, as a 


| ſhamed of, being miſtaken on either Side. 
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this Country ſhould. have, produced one 
great Monſter, of Iniquity, is a Reflection 


Nation to be arrived at ſuch an alarming 
| State of Profligacy, and pur Laws and Go. 
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tion that a Gang ôf Wretches Uke theſe - 
ſhould dare to form ſuch an impudent At- 

tempt to elude 1 Juſtice, nay rather 
to overbear it by the Force of aſſociated 
Perjury in the Face of the whole World ; 


2 that this audacious Attempt ſſiould have 
at leaſt, a very high f A of 

© ETE 
n DSU O33 mr N 1230 


This is the Light in ich 1 be thi 
Caſe at preſent, 1 conelude, therefore, 
with hoping that the Government will ay 
thoriſe ſome ' Perſons to examine to 
the very Bottom, a Matter in which the 
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N the extreme Hurry in which the fore- 
going Caſe Was drawn” up, 1 forgot to 
ſerve one ſtrunge Circumſtance which 
will ittend the Caſe of Eliauberb Canning, 
if it ſhould be admitted tb be a Forgery”; 


this is, that the "ſhould charge the Giply 


Woman when ſhe muſt have known 


Woman could prove an Alibi, and not Su- 
ſannab Wells, who could have had no ſuch 


Proof. This will be very ſtrong if applied 
to the Evidence of Canning, but much 


ſtronger 
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Thb a appears to be very imple Conduct: 
2 as ſuch, indeed, is conſiſtent enoug h 


— wit her Character. 80 is not the 41 


Manner in which the Charge WAS brought 


out; firſt Canning accuſed the Gipſy Wo- 


man, and went no farther, then ' Hall 
brought the reſt upon the Stage, all in ſuch 
Regularity, and me —— ſuch Appcaranoe of 

Truth that no Newgate Sollicitor ever ran- 
— his Evidence in better Order. But; 
perhaps, I might have ſpared, my Readet 
theſe Obſervations, as I can now inform 
him that I have this very Afternoon (Sus- 
day. the 18th inſtant) read over (4 ou 


og the Alibi Defence of the Gipſy Womab. 
only add, that theſe Affidavits are by 

5 an Witneſles, and ſwern beſdre 
he worthy A of 
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